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OPINION 944

GIRAFFA CAMELOPARDALISRETICULATA DE WINTON, 1899

(MAMMALIA): VALIDATED UNDERTHE PLENARYPOWERS

RULING. —(1) Under the plenary powers the specific name reticulata

Weinland, 1863, as published in the combination Camelopardalis giraffa var.

reticulata, is hereby suppressed for the purposes both of the Law of Priority

and the Law of Homonymy.

(2) The specific name reticula de Winton, 1 899, as pubUshed in the combina-

tion Giraffa camelopardalis reticulata, is hereby placed on the Official List of

Specific Names in Zoology with the NameNumber 2430.

(3) The specific name reticulata Weinland, 1863, as published in the combina-

tion Camelopardalis giraffa var. reticulata (as suppressed under the plenary

powers in (1) above) is hereby placed on the Official Index of Rejected and

Invalid Specific Names in Zoology with the NameNumber 955.

HISTORY OF THE CASE (Z.N.(S.) 1841)

The present case was submitted to the office of the Commission by Professor

Robert Mertens in March 1968. Professor Mertens's application was sent to the

printer on 13 May 1968 and was published on 27 September 1968 in Bull. zool.

Nomencl. 25 : 113. Public Notice of the possible use of the plenary powers in

the present case was given in the same part of the Bulletin as well as to the other

prescribed serial publications (Constitution Art. 12b; Bull. zool. Nomencl.

21 : 184) and to two specialist serials. The proposals were supported by

Dr. Anne I. Dagg.

DECISION OF THE COMMISSION
On 9 April 1970 the Members of the Commission were invited to vote under

the Three-Month Rule on Voting Paper (70)10 either for or against the pro-

posals set out in Bull. zool. Nomencl. 25 : 113. At the close of the prescribed

voting period on 9 July 1970 the state of the voting was as follows:

Affirmative votes —nineteen (19), received in the following order: Holthuis,

Yokes, Bonnet, Lemche, Simpson, Mayr, Jaczewski, Tortonese, Eisenmann,

Sabrosky, Evans, Brinck, Mertens, Starobogatov, Binder, Melville, Alvarado,

Kraus, Ride.

Negative votes —none (0).

Voting Papers not returned— three (3): do Amaral, Forest, Munroe.

Original References

The following are the original references for names placed on the Official

List and Index by the Rufing given in the present Opinion

:

reticulata, Camelopardalis giraffa var., Weinland, 1863, Zool. Gart. 4 : 205

reticulata, Giraffa camelopardalis, de Winton, 1899, Ann. Mag. nat. Hist.

(7)4 : 212

Bull. zool. Nomencl., Vol. 27, Parts 5/6. March 1971



SPECIAL NOTICE

The strike of the British postal workers, which lasted from 19 January 1971

to 7 March 1971 inclusive, prevented the Commission's office from carrying

out its norma! functions. The situation did not, however, amount to a State

of Emergency in the terms of the Constitution, Article 1 5 {Bull. zool. Nomencl.

21 : 185). Nevertheless, during the period of the strike, no publications were

issued, nor were any Declarations or Opinions rendered on behalf of the

Commission.

The voting period on the three-month voting papers VP (70) 33-41 ended on
29 January 1 97 1 . Six votes on these cases were still outstanding at the beginning

of the strike, and are still awaited at the time of writing. It has therefore been

decided to extend the voting period on these cases to 31 March 1971, to allow

a reasonable period for mail delayed by the strike to reach the Commission's

office: but only those votes signed by Commissioners before 29 January 1971

will be considered as valid.

In addition, the earlier delay in the publication of Parts 3/4 of Vol. 27 makes

it necessary to extend the period for the nomination of new members for election

to the Commission. This period is now extended to 31 July 1971.

Leiden l. b. holthuis
15 A/arc/j 1971 Acting President

International Commission on
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